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1. Purpose
This policy sets out the requirements for the safe, lawful and responsible operation of drones at or in connection with Scottish Touch activities. It is intended to protect participants, officials, volunteers, spectators and the public while enabling appropriate use of drones for coaching, performance analysis, event coverage and promotion of the sport.
	All drone operations must comply with current UK law and Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) requirements. Scottish Touch permission is additional to, and does not replace, any registration, competency, operating-category, airspace or authorisation requirement imposed by law or the CAA.


2. Scope
This policy applies to drone operations arranged, commissioned, authorised or permitted by Scottish Touch at Scottish Touch competitions, events, training and other activities. It also applies where Scottish Touch requires compliance as a condition of affiliation, event approval, venue use or participation.
The policy applies whether the operator is a volunteer, participant, staff member, contractor or commercial provider. Payment for the operation does not determine which aviation rules apply; the applicable legal requirements depend on the nature and risk of the operation.
A venue, landowner, event organiser, competition organiser or other authority may impose additional requirements. The drone operator remains responsible for identifying and complying with all requirements applicable to the proposed flight.
3. Core principles
• Safety takes priority over filming, coaching, promotional or operational benefit.
• The UAS operator and remote pilot remain responsible for operating safely and legally.
• Permission to fly may be refused or withdrawn even where the proposed operation would otherwise be lawful.
• The least intrusive and lowest-risk method that reasonably achieves the intended purpose should be used.
• Drone use involving identifiable people must also comply with Scottish Touch data protection, privacy, imagery and safeguarding requirements.
4. Permission to operate
A drone must not be operated as part of a Scottish Touch activity without prior permission from the relevant Activity/Event Lead, tournament organiser or other person authorised by Scottish Touch. For a training session, permission should be obtained from the person responsible for the session and, where required, the venue or landowner.
The operator should normally submit the information in the Drone Operation Approval Checklist at least five days before the proposed operation. A shorter period may be accepted where the approving person is satisfied that the necessary checks can still be completed.
Scottish Touch permission does not constitute CAA authorisation or airspace permission.
5. Legal and CAA requirements
Before flying, the UAS operator and remote pilot must identify the operating category and requirements that apply to the proposed flight. Current CAA rules distinguish between Open, Specific and Certified categories, with different requirements according to the aircraft, location and nature of the operation.
• The operator and remote pilot must hold any Operator ID, Flyer ID, A2 Certificate of Competency, remote-pilot qualification, Operational Authorisation or other permission required for the proposed operation.
• Where Scottish Touch or another organisation owns or is responsible for the drone, the organisation must hold an organisational Operator ID where required.
• The aircraft must display the Operator ID where required and Remote ID must be enabled and used where required by current CAA rules.
• The remote pilot must be competent and sufficiently familiar with the aircraft being used to conduct the proposed operation safely.
• The aircraft must be maintained and operated in accordance with applicable legal requirements and the manufacturer's operating limitations.
6. Operating requirements
Unless a different operation is specifically authorised under the applicable legal framework, the remote pilot must operate within the requirements of the relevant CAA category and sub-category.
• Keep the aircraft within direct visual line of sight where required by the applicable operating rules.
• Do not exceed the applicable CAA height limit; in the Open Category this is normally 120 metres (400 feet) above the surface, subject to the detailed CAA rules.
• Do not fly over crowds. This applies irrespective of the size or weight of the drone.
• Maintain the separation from uninvolved people and places required for the aircraft class or weight, operating sub-category and any applicable authorisation.
• Use a take-off and landing area that is controlled, suitable for the aircraft and separated from participants, spectators and other people to a degree appropriate to the risk.
• Do not carry dangerous goods or drop articles where prohibited by the applicable CAA rules.
7. Airspace and location
Before each operation, the remote pilot must check the proposed flight area for applicable airspace restrictions, Flight Restriction Zones, temporary restrictions, NOTAMs and any other permission or authorisation requirement. Any required permission must be obtained before flight.
The operator must also confirm that the venue or landowner permits the proposed take-off, landing and operation. Scottish Touch approval does not override the rights or requirements of a venue, landowner, airspace authority or regulator.
8. Weather and environmental conditions
The drone must only be operated within the manufacturer's stated environmental and operating limitations. The remote pilot must consider wind, gusts, precipitation, visibility, temperature and other conditions that could affect control of the aircraft or risk to people and property.
The flight must be modified, suspended or cancelled where the weather or associated conditions create a risk that cannot be adequately controlled. The Scottish Touch Severe & Adverse Weather Policy should also be considered where relevant.


9. People, participants and crowds
The remote pilot must plan the flight so that the applicable CAA rules concerning uninvolved people, assemblies of people and operating distances can be maintained throughout the operation. A Touch participant is not automatically an 'involved person' for aviation-law purposes merely because they are taking part in the event.
Where spectators, teams, officials or others form a crowd or assembly from which individuals cannot readily move away, the drone must not be flown over that crowd.
Scottish Touch or the event organiser may impose greater separation distances or additional controls where the event risk assessment indicates that this is appropriate.
10. Privacy, data protection and imagery
Where a drone records or streams identifiable individuals, its use must comply with applicable data protection law and the Scottish Touch Data Protection Policy, Privacy Notice and Photography, Video & Imagery Policy.
• The purpose and necessity of drone recording must be considered before use. A less intrusive method should be used where it can reasonably achieve the same purpose.
• A Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) must be considered and completed where required, including consideration of the particular risks of recording from altitude and incidental capture of people who are not the intended subject.
• Participants and others affected should be given appropriate information about the use of drone recording, including suitable notices or signage where appropriate.
• Recording or streaming should not be continuous unless this is necessary and proportionate for the stated purpose.
• Footage must be stored securely, access restricted appropriately, retained only as long as necessary and disposed of in accordance with Scottish Touch data-retention arrangements.
• The camera should not intentionally capture unrelated private areas or individuals where this can reasonably be avoided.
11. Children and young people
Where children or young people may be recorded or affected by a drone operation, the Scottish Touch safeguarding framework and Photography, Video & Imagery Policy apply in addition to this policy. The presence of a drone must not reduce or replace normal safeguarding arrangements.
Any use of footage involving U18 participants must follow the applicable Scottish Touch consent, information, safeguarding and data-protection arrangements. Particular care should be taken to avoid unnecessary or intrusive recording of children.
12. Insurance
Appropriate insurance is a mandatory condition of Scottish Touch approval for an organised drone operation. The operator must provide evidence of suitable cover where requested. The level and type of cover should be appropriate to the aircraft, activity and proposed operation and must meet any statutory, CAA, venue, landowner or contractual requirement that applies.
Insurance does not replace the operator's responsibility to comply with aviation law or to manage the risks of the operation.
13. Emergency and incident arrangements
The operator must have proportionate contingency arrangements for foreseeable events including loss of control or signal, low battery, unexpected entry of people into the operating area, deterioration in weather and an aircraft accident or collision.
Any accident, occurrence or safety concern must be dealt with immediately and reported through the applicable Scottish Touch, venue and regulatory routes. Where CAA occurrence reporting is required, the operator or remote pilot must ensure that this is completed.
14. Withdrawal of permission
Permission may be refused, suspended or withdrawn at any time by the Activity/Event Lead, tournament organiser, referee or venue management where safety, safeguarding, privacy, airspace, weather or operational circumstances make continued flight inappropriate.
A remote pilot must also stop the operation whenever they consider that safe or lawful flight can no longer be maintained. No filming requirement, match schedule or promotional objective takes priority over that decision.
15. Responsibilities
UAS operator / remote pilot
The UAS operator and remote pilot are responsible for identifying and complying with the legal and operational requirements applicable to the proposed flight, providing accurate information to the organiser and operating within the approved plan.
Activity/Event Lead or approving organiser
The approving person is responsible for considering the proposed use within the event or activity risk assessment, checking the information reasonably required by this policy, coordinating with the venue where necessary and withdrawing permission where circumstances make continued operation inappropriate.
Participants and officials
Participants and officials should follow any safety instructions relating to the drone operating area and should report immediate concerns to the Activity/Event Lead or remote pilot.
16. Review
This policy should be reviewed periodically and whenever there is a material change to UK drone regulation, CAA requirements, Scottish Touch activities or related data-protection and safeguarding requirements. Operational thresholds and registration requirements should be checked against current CAA guidance rather than relying solely on figures reproduced in this policy.


DRONE OPERATION APPROVAL CHECKLIST
This checklist supports implementation of the policy. It does not replace the operator's legal responsibilities or any CAA, venue or airspace permission.
	Check
	Requirement

	Operation
	Date, venue, purpose of flight and approving Activity/Event Lead identified.

	Aircraft
	Make/model, weight and class mark (if applicable) recorded.

	Operator
	UAS operator identified; Operator ID confirmed where required.

	Remote pilot
	Remote pilot identified; Flyer ID and any additional competency/qualification confirmed where required.

	Operating basis
	Open sub-category or Specific/other authorised operation identified; any Operational Authorisation available.

	Remote ID
	Requirement checked and Remote ID enabled where applicable.

	Airspace
	Flight Restriction Zones, temporary restrictions, NOTAMs and other airspace requirements checked.

	Venue / land
	Venue or landowner permission confirmed where required.

	People / crowds
	Flight plan accounts for participants, officials, spectators, uninvolved people and the prohibition on flight over crowds.

	Take-off / landing
	Controlled and suitable area identified, with appropriate separation and access control.

	Weather
	Forecast and aircraft operating limits checked; stop/cancel criteria understood.

	Emergency plan
	Loss of control/signal, low battery, unexpected people and accident arrangements considered.

	Insurance
	Evidence of appropriate insurance confirmed.

	Recording purpose
	Purpose, necessity and intended use of imagery/footage identified.

	Privacy / DPIA
	Privacy information/signage and need for DPIA considered; storage/access/retention arrangements confirmed.

	U18 safeguarding
	Where U18s are involved, relevant safeguarding and imagery/consent arrangements confirmed.

	Final approval
	Activity/Event Lead confirms approval, any additional conditions and who may withdraw permission.


References and guidance
• UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), Drone and Model Aircraft Code and current drone guidance.
• CAA, Open Category and Specific Category guidance, including registration, competency, airspace, class marks and Remote ID requirements.
• UK Regulation (EU) 2019/947 on rules and procedures for the operation of unmanned aircraft, as applicable in UK law and as amended.
• Air Navigation Order 2016, as amended.
• Information Commissioner's Office (ICO), guidance on Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) / drones and data protection.
• Scottish Touch Data Protection Policy, Privacy Notice, Photography, Video & Imagery Policy, safeguarding framework and Severe & Adverse Weather Policy.
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